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Most Exce llent Grand High Priest
Bobby B. Bennett

2008-2009

Keep On Keepin’ On
Companions:

I am very pleased that you have entrusted me
with the great responsibility of being Grand High
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch
Masons of Arkansas. It is my hope that I can
return to this Great Fraternity, and You
Companions, what is expected of a Grand High
Priest.

I don’t know how I, as Grand High Priest, can improve on what MEGHP
Steve Gregory has done this past year. I personally believe that he has
done very well. But, I will do my best to keep everything in good order.
I am going into this year somewhat unprepared, as it will be sooner than I
had expected.

I am requesting that all the Committees and the DDGHPs remain in their
respective positions for another year, as I have been told that everyone on
these committees have done a good job. Should anyone not be able to
perform these duties, please let me know so we can replace you ASAP.

Continued on page 2

Most Excellent Companion
Bobby B. Bennett
Grand High Priest, 2008 - 2009



continued from page 1

Keepin’ On
I will be somewhat following the program that I had this last year in the
Grand Commandery:

1.  Attend the South Central York Rite Conference in September.                   
2.  Have a gain in membership of 3% excluding deaths, demits,
     suspensions, based on the membership at the beginning of your
     year. (Your Chapter does not have to actually confer the Degrees,
     but have a gain in membership). Utilize Area Festivals to get your                                                   
     3%.       
3.  Show 40% decrease in suspensions and demits.
4.  Have a100% participation in contributions to RARA & have an
      increase in those contributions through a fund raiser of some type.

In addition to the above goals I’m requesting all Companions at our
meetings to make three calls or contacts to our members every month.
More calls would be better.

· The first call/visit should be to a sick, struggling,
disabled or bereaved Mason to let him know that we
are thinking about him.  Jim Rohn says in one of his
books, “They don’t care how much you know until they
know how much you care.”

· The second: Call a Companion who hasn’t attended
your meetings in  a while and invite him to your
meeting.

· The third: Call a disabled Companion to let him know
that you will be by and pick him to bring him to your
meeting.

Attend, work and support all Symbolic Lodges in your area and tell them
about our York Rite. Utilize the EIGHTH order of Business at Area Lodges
and offer to give short talks, papers, etc. Most all Lodges appreciate these.

Companions, in working towards these goals, remember that your
Grand Chapter officers and DDGHPs are always available for assistance
and advice.

Fraternally,

Bobby B. Bennett

Grand High Priest, 2008-2009
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Grand High Priest Itinerary - Summer 2008

1st Friday May 2nd Solomon #126 Mt. Ida
May 3rd KYCH – Sword & Trowel @ L. R.

1st Monday May 5th Batesville #9 Batesville
2nd Thursday May 8th Far West #1 Fayetteville

May 9-10 MS Grand Chapter Meridian MS
2nd Monday May 12th Bentonville # 15 Bentonville
3rd Monday May 19th El Dorado # 114 El Dorado

2nd Monday June 9th Columbia # 147 Magnolia
3rd Monday June 16th Hot Springs # 47 Hot Springs

June 21st Knight Masons Fayetteville

2nd Monday July 14th Fay Hempstead #144 Little Rock
3rd Monday July 21st Lafayette # 7 Pine Bluff

2nd Monday August 11th Union # 2 Little Rock

District Deputy Grand High Priests - 2008-2009

District 1                  
Gerald Hoggard Jonesboro  # 79 1st Mon.
P.O. Box 415 Blytheville  # 117 3rd Mon.
Piggot, AR  72454 870-598-3469

District 2                  
David Bassett Batesville  # 9 1st Mon.
327 Oak Summitt Dr. Mt. Home  # 43 2nd Tue.
Mt. Home, AR. 72653  870-491-5854

District 3                  
Robert L. Jackson Union # 2 2nd Mon.
5617 Applewood Fay Hempstead # 144 4th Mon.
N. Little Rock, AR. 72118 Iris  # 151 2nd Fri.
501-758-4941 Bald Knob # 104 2nd Thur.

District 4                  
Silas Wilson Lafayette # 7 3rd Mon.
110 N. Main St. Marianna  # 54 4th Thur.
Sheridan, AR 72150-2122  870-942-3995

District 5                  
Sam Johnson Texarkana  # 78 2nd Mon.
133 Park Circle El Dorado  # 114 3rd Mon.
Texarkana, TX - 75503  903-826-1250 Columbia  # 147 2nd Mon.

District 6                  
Troy E. Sheets Hot Springs  # 47 3rd Mon.
3802 Pearcy Rd. Solomon  # 126 1st Fri.
Pearcy, AR. 71964  501-525-8619

District 8                  
Donald Martin Far West  # 1 2nd Thur.
1401 E. Main Bentonville  # 15 2nd Mon.
Siloam Springs, AR. 72761  479-524-3121 Huntsville  # 154 4th Mon.

AT LARGE                   
Edward M. Row Willie E. Millsaps
1880 Highland Dr. 149 Wilf Dr
Batesville, AR. 72501   870-793-2370 Pleasant Plains, AR  72568  501-345-2751
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General Grand Chapter Hono rs & Awards                                                                       

Excellent Companion
Hersel Stroud was
named the General
Grand Chapter Bronze
Medal recipient at the
Grand Banquet on
March 14, 2008.  This
award is presented for
outstanding
contributions to a
Grand Chapter.
Companion Stroud is a
member of Lafayette
Chapter #7 at Pine
Bluff.

Companion Stroud is famous for his
spaghetti dinners at degree conferrals and
fund-raisers for the York Rite charities.

Also at the annual Grand Banquet, ME
Companion Ronnie Hedge, PGHP was
named the second Companion in Arkansas
to qualify for the General Grand Chapter
Ritual Excellence Award. (Below)
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Hersel Stroud presented the GGC Bronze Medal by M. Excellent
Comp. “Ike” Isaccs, Regional Deputy Gen. Grand High Priest, and
General Grand Sentinel.

ME Companion (& RW Brother) Hedge with ME GHP Gregory and ME Comp
Elwood “Ike” Isaacs.



Most Illustrious
Grand Master

Aaron J. South
2008-2009

Hono ring the Past
Loo king Fo rward to the Future

Greetings Companions:

     It is such a wonderful honor to be selected as Grand
Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of
Arkansas.  Thank you for the confidence you have placed in
me and for your support and encouragement as I have
progressed through the Grand line.  When I look down the list
of Past MI Grand Masters, I am humbled by the big shoes I
have to fill.  Many worthy companions have served our
beloved York Rite bodies throughout our history so that we
can have the fraternity that we enjoy today.  Together let us
honor the legacy that has been left to us by working diligently
to make Cryptic Masonry even stronger for those who will
follow us.
     Your Recorder and DDGM have my visitation schedule.  I
look forward to visiting with each of you in your Councils as I
travel around the state.  Please support your Council with your
attendance, your participation, and your enthusiasm for Cryptic
Masonry.

Fraternally,

Aaron J. South
M.I. Grand Master, 2008-2009
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Aaron South,  M.I. Grand Master of
Cryptic Masons of Arkansas, 2008-2009.



Grand Coun cil Deputy Grand Masters - 2008-2009

DISTRICT 1
E. Gene Stirling Gideon #65
705 South Gould Chasadim #51
Harrisburg, AR 72432 R.E, Blaylock #72
genedi@ritter.com H  870 578 5247 C  870 761 4327

DISTRICT 2
David B. Bassett Giblem #61
327 Oak Summit Drive North Central #82
Mountain Home, AR 72653 Zion #50
H  870 491 5854

DISTRICT 3
Paul Wilson English #14
P.O. Box 27 Occidental #1
Keo, AR 72083 Hot Springs #23
paulofkeo@yahoo.com H  501 842 9239 C  870 489 2115

DISTRICT 4
Sam M. Johnson Columbia #74
716 Manor Way Joppa #48
Texarkana, AR 71854 Zedekiah #52
H  870 773 9809 C  903 826 1250

DISTRICT 5
Joe P. Diederich Bentonville #79
2201 East Bristol Place Bush Valley #80
Fayetteville, AR 72701 Huntsville #77
JoeDiederich@msn.com H  479 521 5541 C  479 790 5415

DISTRICT 6
R. Jerry Whorton Osiris #5
272 Shangri-La Loop F.D. Goza #76
Russellville, AR 72802 H  479 967 6216 C  479 858 1900

AT LARGE
Steven B. Gregory
P.O. Box 945
Bryant, AR 72089-0945
poorhiram@sbcglobal.net H  501 847 2251 C  501 681 5835
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Masonic Youth Donate to RARA

Rachelle Pattison, daughter of Companion Bruce Pattison presented Grand
High Priest Steve Gregory with a donation of $100.00 at the Grand
Banquet.  Miss Pattison served as Worthy Advisor of Brady Chapter #104
of the Order of Rainbow during the fall of 2007, and made Royal Arch
Research Assistance her charity project during her term.  ME Companion
Gregory, along with Companion Pattison and his wife Ester serve as
Advisors for the Assembly.

DeMolay Leader Honored

Long-time adult Advisor
to Pine Bluff DeMolay
Chapter, Companion
Sam Ashcraft was
presented with the
General Grand
Council’s “Adult
Leadership Award”.
This award is presented
for outstanding
achievement in a youth
leadership role.
Companion Ashcraft
serves as a Deputy
Executive Officer for
DeMolay in Arkansas, and is a Deputy Member of the International
Supreme Council of the Order of DeMolay.
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Grand Chapter Off icers 2008-2009

ME Grand High Priest,
Bobby B. Bennett;
RE Grand King, Aaron J. South;
RE Grand Scribe, Dick E. Browning
(PGM); RE Grand Treasurer, Joseph
T. Clements, Jr.; RE Grand
Secretary, Royce H. Taylor (PGHP);
Ex Grand Capt.o/t Host, Steven G.
Tiner; Ex Grand Principal Sojourner,
Lealon D. Helms; Ex Grand Royal
Arch Capt., Joe P. Diederich; Ex
Grand Master o/t 3rd Veil, David
Arnold; Ex Grand Master o/t 2nd
Veil, C. Bruce Pattison; Ex Grand
Master o/t 1st Veil, Donald Martin;
Ex Grand Chaplain, John L. Gates;
Ex Grand Sentinel, Edward M. Row;
Ex Grand Lecturer, Steven B.
Gregory, (PGHP)

Grand Council Off icers 2008-2009

MI Grand Master,
Aaron J. South;
RI Deputy Grand Master,
Jeffrey W. Burks; RI Grand
PCW, C. S. Walker;
RI Grand Treasurer, Joseph
T. Clements, Jr.; RI Grand
Recorder, Royce H. Taylor
(PMIGM); RI Grand Chaplain,
Steven G. Tiner; RI Grand
Capt. o/t Guard, Steven C.
Hilton; RI Grand Conductor
o/t Council, Charles E.
Stuttle; RI Grand Marshal,
Lee Stringfellow; RI Grand
Steward, Silas M. Wilson; IL
Grand Sentinel, Edward M.
Row; IL Grand Lecturer,
Steven B. Gregory
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