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The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland 

Jephthah Lodge – Essex, Maryland 

May 1, 2010  -  8:30 a.m. 

 

This Semi-Annual Grand Convocation was opened by M.E. Companion Louis F. Bandell, Jr. in Ample 

Form, with the following officers seated in their respective stations and places; 

 

ME Comp.  Louis  F. Bandell,  Jr.   Grand High Priest 

RE Comp. Robert B. Lumbert   Grand King 

RE Comp. John B. Maclay   Grand Scribe 

RE Comp. Donald M. Miller   Grand Treasurer 

ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman  Grand Secretary 

RE Comp. Richard P. Naegele   Grand Captain of the Hosts 

Ex Comp. Randall L. Watson   Grand Principal Sojourner 

Ex Comp. Leland M. Linder   Grand Royal Arch Captain 

Ex Comp. Frederick A. Spicer   Grand Master of the Third Veil 

Comp. Gordon P. Grabus   Grand Chaplain 

 

Ex. Companion Howard E. Culver, GM2V, was excused because of the accessibility issues of the Jephthah 

Temple.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by the MEGHP, and the Grand Chaplain gave the Invocation. 

 

Reception of the Past Grand High Priest: 

The Past Grand High Priest were introduced and greeted by the MEGHP: 

  MEPGHP Bennie G. Owens 

  MEPGHP Clifton R. Friel, Jr. 

  MEPGHP Vernon H. Huebschman 

  MEPGHP Stephen J. Ponzillo, III 

 

Minutes of the Prior Grand Convocation:    ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman, Grand Secretary 

The Grand Secretary gave a summary of the Proceeding of the 2009 Grand Convocation at 

Aberdeen, that there were no motions acted upon from the floor, no Constitution Amendment voted 

upon.  Committee reports were received and accepted but required no action.  The current officers 

were installed in their current stations.   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Doings of the Grand Officers: ME Comp. Bennie G. Owens, PGHP 

 There is no report at this time, but a summary report will be made at the Annual Convocation in 

October. 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 

Report of the Grand Secretary:  ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman 



Semi-Annual Grand Convocation 2010 

 

 
2 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

 

1.  Minutes- I deeply apologize to all for not having produced Minutes or an Executive Summary 

prior to this meeting of the 2009 Annual Sessions.   

2. Returns -  Three Chapters have not made returns (Belvidere, Salem, Chesapeake)  The attached 

chart is made by continuing total last supplied, and with the information supplied by Comp. 

Feeser from Chesapeake) 

3. Returns to General Grand Chapter – Following the Annual Convocation the Report was sent to 

Gen. Grand Secretary Larry Gray. 

4. Report to IRS – The rosters for the IRS was updated following the Annual Convocation 

5. Property- The Collars & Jewels for the Officers were sent to Macoy for new liners, repairs of 

jump rings and mounting to new liners.  All will be available for the October Convocation. 

6. RAM Magazine-  Updates are provided to Tina Hill as provided by the Chapters, and a general 

update will be sent following this session once all the database entries are updated. 

7. Waivers-  Maryland has issued eight waivers to the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia.  

Chapters wishing to ballot on a Mason who lives outside of Maryland must request those 

waivers through the Grand Secretary who will make the necessary communications with the 

appropriate Grand Secretary in our neighboring jurisdictions.  This is a very sensitive issue which 

cannot be taken lightly. 

8. NE Regional will be held in Albany, NY - September 10, 2010. 

 

Moved by RE Comp. Naegele; Seconded by Comp. Coker and passed unanimously 

 

 

Correspondence:    

 There is no report at this time, but a summary report will be made at the Annual Convocation in 

October. 
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Committee on Accounts & Finance:   RE Comp. Richard P. Naegele, REGCoH 

The following Budget was submitted by the Committee: 

 

 

2010 – 2011 Grand Chapter  Budget 
 

    

      Acct # Description 
   

Nov 1 - Oct 31 

     
2010-2011 

1.0 
    1.1 Grand Secretary 

   
1,750.00 

1.2 Grand Lecturer 
   

200 

1.3 Grand Treasurer 
   

500.00 

1.4 Grand Sentinel 
   

50.00 

1/5 Grand Organist 
   

35.00 

 
Sub-Total 

   
2,535.00 

      2.0 Personal Expenses 
    2.1 Expenses GHP I/O State 
   

4,000.00 

2.2 Expenses N.E. Region 
   

1,000.00 

2.3 Regional Meetings 
    2.4 Degree Team Expenses 
   

300.00 

 
sub-Total 

   
5,300.00 

      3.0 General Grand Chapter 
    3.1 Dues General Grand Chapter (PC) 
   

1,700.00 

3.2 Royal Arch Magazine for Members 
   

2,400.00 

3.3 RAM Editor Expense 
   

100.00 

3.4 Triennial Expenses 
   

2500 

 
Sub Total 

   
6,700.00 

     
   

4.0 Office Expenses 
   

  

4.1 Office Supplies 
   

400.00 

4.2 Printing: Visitation Booklet 
   

800.00 

4.3 Printing: Annual Proceedings 
   

750 

4.4 Postage 
   

350.00 

4.5 Past GHP Jewel & Engraving 
   

  

4.6 GHP Apron & Case 
    4.7 Memorials 
   

100.00 

4.8 Membership Program 
   

500.00 

4.9 Anniversary Fund 
    4.10 Equipment Fund 
   

200.00 

4.11 Dues Cards 
   

300.00 

4.12 Miscellaneous 
   

100.00 

4.13 Awards 
   

200.00 

 
Subtotal 

   
3,700.00 
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5.0 Service Contracts 
    5.1 Office Rent 
   

400 

5.2 Telephones 
    5.3 Insurance 
   

300 

5.4 Web Site 
   

100 

 
Sub-Total 

   
800 

      6.0 Grand Sessions 
    6.1 Hotel: Guest Rooms & Svcs 
   

600 

6.2 Luncheons 
   

100 

6.3 Distinguished Guests: Meals & Entertainment 

   
2500 

 
Sub-Total 

   
3200 

      7.0 Charity 
    7.1 Masonic Youth 
   

700 

 
Sub-Total 

   
700 

      

 
Grand Total 

   
22935 

 

Motion to accept by RE Comp. Naegele; Seconded by Ex Comp. Linder ς Passed Unanimously 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee on Conference:    Ex. Comp. Spyridon G. Treklas, MEHP Tuscan Chapter No. 42 

  

The registration for the day includes representation of 13 of 19 Chapters and 24 Companions 

eligible to ballot and vote, and two by additional by proxy making a total of 26 votes present for all 

matters requiring the same. 

 

 This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 
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The Report of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest-  ME Comp. Louis F. Bandell, Jr., MEGHP 

 

Companions, 

I welcome you all to the Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 

Maryland here at the Clarion Motel in Aberdeen. This is the second such joint meeting of the Grand 

Council, Grand Commandery and Grand Chapter. We hope your accommodations are adequate 

and that everything meets with your approval. If you have any questions or concerns, please bring 

them to my attention. 

I also would like to welcome the current Officers, Grand Inspectors and PGHPs and thank them 

for their valuable assistance over the past year. You have made my tenure very pleasant although I have 

made many requests of you. You have NOT let me or this Grand Chapter down.  It is through your 

continuing commitment that we continue to achieve success.  

At the Semi-Annual Convocation last May we were lamenting the death of PGHP, Carl J. 
Cicchetti, Sr. Since then we have now lost Honorary PGHP William G. Gulley and PHP and current 
Principle Sojourner, Donald A. Adams. With the death of these two dedicated Companions, we have lost 
nearly 100 years of Masonic knowledge and experience.  In their own special ways, they touched and 
influenced so many people, and we have profited by knowing them. We pray for Nancy and LaRrue 
and also for their families and hope that with our Fathers comforting peace they will, with the passage 
of time, heal 

  
Our supplications continue to echo for PGHP Randolph B. Sayre, PGHP Marion F. Rickard and 

PGHP Royce A. Watson who are engaged in their personal battles. We pray that the Great 
Shepherd of our Salvation will watch over them and keep them from harm.   Acting Excellent Grand 
Principle Sojourner, please conduct the Excellent Grand Chaplain to the Altar for appropriate prayer. 

  
The Task Force I appointed to assist James F. Allen No. 33 has started to see results from their 

labors.  We have made York Rite Presentations at Pentalpha, Wheaton and Kensington-Bethesda Lodges 
and are now planning a class to start in Rockville on December 2nd. We see sparks of enthusiasm 
like we see in Salisbury and we will continue to nurture and mentor these new Companions as they grow 
in Royal arch Masonry. 

  
The Board of Grand Inspectors as a whole is not visible and respected in our Chapters. These 

distinguished Companions represent The Grand High priest and should be formally welcomed and 
recognized at the opening and closing of the meetings. Many Inspectors are not completing their 
reports and forwarding them to our President, Companion Spyridon G. Treklas. A large portion of the 
problem is the layering of the Companions who are assigned as Grand Inspectors. These 
Companions are active in many facets of Masonry and are pressed for time.   Serious thought should be 
expended concerning this Board and the realistic roll it should play.  I sincerely thank each one of you for 



Semi-Annual Grand Convocation 2010 

 

 
6 

your commitment and dedication to your Grand Chapter and for the experience, influence and expertise 
you bring to your assigned Chapters.  

  
As part of the in state activity, and with the permission and concurrence of our Most Worshipful 

Grand Master, Brother Thomas M. Velvin, Jr., we are preparing to present our “Masters 10” pins.  This 
program is becoming acclaimed not only here in Maryland but in other jurisdictions. Worshipful 
Masters have approached me asking when they were going to get their pin. This program is bringing 
our presence to Brothers in our Lodges. 

  
Since being installed as your Grand High Priest I have attended in excess of 250 Masonic related 

events which include 12 Out of State visits, over 50 visits to Blue Lodges and 8 York Rite Presentations.    
  
Our Grand Chapter Website has been updated but still needs to be improved. Companion Dan 

Brewer at sgt3421@aol.com  (Maryland Yorkrite Listserve) has dedicated himself to the perfection of 
this communications tool and you can subscribe to it by contacting him.  This site incorporates a 
calendar of events and timely information that helps coordinate our busy schedules.  Also, Companions 
Huebschman and Naegele have been busy feeding Companion Dan Pushee with a steady supply of 
useful information for our National Website. ( yorkrite.org ) 
  

As with all laudable undertakings, I have not escaped disappointments in my term.   It was 
decided just recently to cancel the Bull and Shrimp Feast scheduled for Friday, March 12, 2010 due to 
the poor and sluggish economy.  I hope that the future will see this event become a reality.   This 
“moneymaker” is a good idea but a poor selection of time.  I would be remised if I didn’t take this 
opportunity to thank the Companions who cheerfully stepped forward to serve on this Committee 

  
Our membership continues to grow with new Brothers desiring further light. I firmly believe that 

since you installed me as your leader, we have Exalted in excess of 115 Brothers. The degrees have been 
conferred in many areas of our State by a select few  versatile, dedicated Companions. We cannot 
thank them enough.   Companions, will join me in expressing our gratitude? 

  
The culmination of our efforts this year was the Multi-Jurisdictional Festival sponsored by the 

Jurisdictions of Delaware, Virginia, District of Columbia and Maryland. This event was held here in 
Maryland on October 3rd after the traditional Maryland Harvest Home Day.  There were almost 60 
Brothers who received their Capitular Degrees and were Exalted to the Most Holy and Sublime Degree 
of the Royal Arch that day. I would like to express my gratitude to our Right Excellent Grand King, 
Robert B. Lumbert and our Grand Secretary, Companion Vernon H. Huebschman and the remainder of 
those Companions who worked so hard to see this event become a reality.  We will hear a detailed 
report a little later today  

  
The Psalmist has said “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 

peace and in unity.”  It continues to be very pleasant and enjoyable for me to experience the peaceful 
cooperation between MIGM Richard P. Naegele and REGC Thomas G. Heimiller.  No one could surpass 
them in the unified manner in which they have worked with the Grand Chapter this year.  Because of 
their cheerful willingness to cooperate, we have made significant advancement 

  
The spirit of cooperation, unity and grateful thanks also goes to MWGM Thomas M. Velvin, Jr. 

He has continued the practice of his immediate predecessors in allowing us to visit lodges and make 

mailto:sgt3421@aol.com
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York Rite Presentations.  He has courteously permitted us to bring Sir Knights in to do a brief exhibition 

of the Sword Manual.  He has also allowed the heads of the Collateral Bodies to enter lodges in regalia 

with him and his Grand Line and be formally introduced.    

   Under Grand Master Velvin, The Grand Lodge this year has instituted two new programs 

to perpetuate its growth. One revolves around leadership training and the other on Strategic Planning or 

the 2025 Initiative. I would like to see both of these adopted by the York Rite and truly hope that our 

current York Rite Committee be abolished and replaced by a York Rite Leadership / Strategic Planning 

Committee. The function would be to create a plan to guide the York Rite into the future. It would not 

only develop the plan but also see that it is implemented. Your Elected Grand Line will be meeting on a 

regular basis to lay some of the groundwork for the full implementation of these programs.  After the 

initial plans have been determined, we will be looking for volunteers to serve on this committee to work 

closely with the members for the Grand Council and Grand Commandery to see that the unity we have 

worked so hard to establish be maintained for those who follow in our footsteps.  

 During the next year, I have scheduled visits to every Chapter in Maryland. At those 

visitations I will be expecting a detailed report similar to the one requested last year along with a clear 

agenda for your Chapter. I am asking all elected and appointed Officers together with the Grand 

Inspector to join me at these visits.  These sessions will be in a relaxed atmosphere with emphasis on 

working with problems associated with your particular Chapter.  

 In conclusion My Companions, we are definitely making strides forward and bringing sufficient 

numbers of new Royal Arch Masons to light. Some Chapters which just a short while ago were 

presumed DOA are beginning to shine.  We are continuing to see newly Exalted Companions become 

active in their Chapters, and it seems easy at this point to say…  “Looks good, I can finally relax now and 

let this new crowd take over”, but we just can’t. We must continue to participate, give them the benefit 

of our knowledge and expertise and show these new Companions the love we all have for our great 

fraternity, and in our case, the zeal that burns for Royal Arch Masonry.   Keeps your light shining 

Companions!!! 

 Respectively and Fraternally, 

 ME Comp. Louis F. Bandell, Jr.,  

Grand High Priest – Maryland 

 

Motion to accept by ME Comp. Huebschman; Seconded by ME Comp. Ponzillo ς Passed Unanimously 
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Committee on Grievance:  ME Comp. Clifton R. Friel, PGHP. 

 There were no matters requiring of the attention of this Committee since the last Grand 

Convocation. 

 This Report requiring no action, it was accepted by the MEGHP. 

 

Committee on Fraternal Relations: ME Comp. Robert L. Malwitz, PGHP 

 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest 

We the members of your committee on Fraternal Relations are sad to report the loss of our 

chairman, Randolph Barry Sayre, Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons in 

Maryland. The loss of his service to this Grand Chapter will be felt for many years. 

In our continuing effort to grow and improve ourselves in Royal Arch Masonry we reach out to our sister 

jurisdictions. When we send our proceedings to them and receive theirs we of necessity exchange ideas 

and solutions. It is through this ongoing process that we learn and grow. We encourage the continued 

exchange of proceedings and the exchange of correspondence through our Grand Representatives. 

Most Excellent we thank you for your efforts to promote this worthy work and pledge our continued 

efforts to this Grand Chapter to encourage this effort.  

We thank you for the privilege of serving this Grand Chapter and hope only the best for you and your 

officers. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Your committee on Fraternal Relations 

 

Urban T. Peters, PGHP 

Robert B. Malwitz, PGHP (Chairman) 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP 
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Report of the Grand Lecturer:   Comp. Patrick A. Curtis, Grand Lecturer 

To the MEGHP, Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland: 

 

Most of the Chapters continue to be able to open and close their Chapters despite the lack of attendance which 

continues to hamper them.  I am grateful to report some of them improving their ritual work. For those chapters I say 

it was most pleasing to see the work they are doing.  It saddens me however to see some of the Chapters continuing 

to deteriorate in their work.  I am not sure of the exact cause in these cases, but I would conclude the lack of work 

because of the non-ability to get the officers and members to attend is hurting them.  Perhaps new leadership with 

energetic Companions assuming the East might turn these around.  As I have often stated if we want our new 

members to continue to come we must have good ritual work.  It is the only way to impress our new members and 

encourage them to want to participate. They come to us from the Blue Lodges which demand the work be done that 

way. They should receive no less from us. 

 

Three Summer Schools of Instruction were held on Wednesdays nights in July and August.  My thanks to Edenton 

No. 36, Tuscan No. 42, and Druid No. 28 for hosting those schools. Regretfully except for the Royal Arch school 

attendance was dismal.  One of our regular Chapters for the Summer Schools decided to hold their own schools 

rather than traveling around the school.  As you can see from below, many Chapters had no attendees.  These are the 

Chapters that are hurting the worst.  As your Grand Lecturer, I must accept part of the blame.  Apparently the 

membership does not find the schools interesting enough to attend.   The other possibility the poor scheduling issues 

had a part to play.  With the declining attendance over the past couple of years, I felt it was best to not hold the 

summer schools.  Whatever the reason as you can see there was a very poor turnout except for the Royal Arch when 

held at Druid Chapter.   

 

    Chapter                       7/8 MkM          7/22 MEM        8/5 RA    Total 

Concordia 1 ........................ 1 ...................... 0 .................... 2 ...............  3 

Chesapeake 17 .................... 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ..............   0 

Salem 18 ............................. 0 ...................... 0 .................... 2 ...............  2 

St. Johns 19 ........................  1 .......................0 .................... 1 ...............  2 

Adoniram 21 ....................... 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

Talbot 22 ............................. 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

Enoch 23 ............................. 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

Mt. Vernon 25 ..................... 0 ...................... 0 .................... 1 ...............  1 

Ithiel 27 ............................... 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

Druid 28 .............................  0 ...................... 0 ................... 14 .............  14 

Hayward 29 ......................... 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

Carroll 31 ............................ 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ...............  0 

James F. Allen 33 ............... 0 ......................  0 ....................  0 ..............  0 

Edenton 36 .......................... 6 ...................... 0 .................... 1 ................ 7 
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Belvidere 39 ........................ 0 ...................... 0 .................... 0 ................ 0 

Baltimore 40 ....................... 0 ......................  0 ....................  1 .............. 1 

Tuscan 42 ............................ 0 .....................  5 .................... 2 ...............  7 

York 44 ................................1 ...................... 1 .................... 1 ...............  3 

Phoenix 7...........................   0 ...................... 1 .................... 1 ...............  1 

Totals ...............................   9 ...................    7..................  26 ...............  42 

 

This coming summer, schools will be held at:  

Concordia Chapter No. 1   Mark Master,   July 7
th
 

Edenton Chapter No 36   Past Master,   July 14
th
 

Enoch Chapter No 23   Most Excellent Master,  July 21
st
 

Druid Chapter No. 28   Royal Arch,   July 28
th
  

 

Due to other duties, I will be stepping down as your Grand Lecturer, effective at the Annual Convocation in  

October this year.  I wish my successor the best as he picks up the mantle.  Companions, please give him your 

attention and support that we may prosper and grow.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patrick A. Curtis, G.L. 

Motion to accept by the Grand Secretary; Seconded by Comp. Coker, Passed Unanimously 
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Report of the Committee on Work:   Comp. Patrick A. Curtis, Grand Lecturer 

To the MEGHP, Officers and Companions of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Maryland: 

 

It is my pleasure and honor to report the following Chapter has elected the following Companion to serve as their 

MEHP for the year 2010-2011. 

 

Tuscan No. 42   Companion John Grieve 

 

Companion Grieve, having the MEGHPôs dispensation for not having conferred the four Capitular Degrees prior to 

his election, was instructed on the Law, certified and approved by the Grand Lecturer and the Committee on Work 

and were then Anointed, Consecrated & Set Apart to the Order of the Anointed High Priest Degree on 24 April at 

Odenton Lodge. It was my pleasure as President of the Council to confer the Degree upon him. This Committee is 

pleased to report Companion Grieve is ready to be installed as HP of Tuscan Chapter No. 42. 

 

Your Committee on Work continues to look at the Royal Arch Degree with respect to eradicating redundancy and 

easing the work load on the Most Excellent High Priest.  Having reviewed the past work as  your Chairman of the 

Committee I believe some material cut out needs to be reinserted.  This Committee will make every endeavor to 

have this work done this summer in time to be given each of Chapters the chance to review it and make comments at 

the Annual Communication in October.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patrick Curtis, GL, Chairman 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 

 

Jurisprudence Committee:  ME Comp. Stephen J. Ponzillo, III, MEPGHP (verbal) 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

A formal report will be prepared for the Annual Convocation, but upon review of all actions taken, 
dispensations and waivers granted to date have been within the prerogatives of the Grand High Priest 
and as such require no action at this time.   In response to inquiries concerning proxies,  a proxy must be 
in the hands of a member of the same Chapter  as the Companion requesting the proxy.   

Roll Call votes are taken in the order of the seniority of the Chapters, and within each Chapter by the 
seniority of the Past High Priest present. 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP.  
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Committee on History:   RE Comp. Donald M. Miller, REGTreas. 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

There is no report for the Semi-Annual Convocation. 

 

Committee on the Constitution:  ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman, REG  Secretary 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

ME Comp. Randolph B. Sayre examined the Grand Constitution of the Grand Chapter of Maryland in the 
2007 version and found it to be compete and up to date, as reported to the 2009 Annual Convocation in 
his last report.   Your permission is requested to continue to police any typographical errors and to post 
the current Constitution, with all amendments as a .pdf to the Grand Chapter website. 

The MEGHP granted permission for this posting. 

 

Royal Arch Research Assistance:  RE Comp. Richard P. Naegele, REGCoH  (Verbal) 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest; 

As a fund raising effort for this charity, the Grand Chapter is raffling a quilt made by Mrs. Bobbie 
Ferguson, the wife of the ME General Grand High Priest, ME Comp.  Emory J. Ferguson.   Each Chapter 
has been provided ten tickets to sell with a goal of raising $1500.00. 

A written report will be submitted for the Annual Convocation. 
 
This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP 

 

Unified York Rite Committee:     Comp. Kenneth S. Wyvill 

No report for this Convocation. 

 

Multi-Jurisdictional  Royal Arch Festival:   RE Comp. Robert B. Lumbert, REGK 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

The 2010 MJF will be held in Washington, DC, at the Scottish Rite Temple (not the House of the Temple).  
Maryland has been assigned the Past Masters Degree to confer. 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 
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Report of the Grand King:  RE Comp. Robert B. Lumbert, REGK (verbal) 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest; 

Since the Annual Convocation, along with the scheduled in-state visitations, I have represented 
Maryland in Delaware, Rhode Island & the Providence Plantations, Indiana, Maine and North Carolina.  
Traffic congestion blocked my efforts to attend the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia. 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 

 

The Grand Inspectors was asked to rise and received the thanks of the MEGHP for their service. 

 

August Scene Committee:  Comp. Frederick A. Spicer (verbal) 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 

Brochures are available in the dining hall this morning for the August 7, 2010 event.  This year will have a 
slightly different format. 

This report requiring no action was accepted by the MEGHP. 

 

The Most Excellent High Priests present were request to rise and be greeted.    

Present were: 

 Companion Robert B. Lumbert, PHP  Concordia RAC No. 1 

 Companion Frederick A. Spicer, PHP  Phoenix RAC No. 7 

 Companion Robert W. Hamilton, PHP  Salem RAC No. 18 

 Companion James B. Coker, PHP  St. John’s RAC  No. 19 

 Companion Kenneth S. Wyvill, PHP  Mt. Vernon RAC No. 25 

 ME Companion Clifton R. Friel   Edenton RAC No. 36 

 Companion Ronald G. Aughenbaugh  Baltimore RAC No. 40 

 Companion Spyridon G. Treklas   Tuscan RAC No. 42 

 

The MEGHP offered his thanks for the support and diligent efforts of all the sitting High Priests in 

Maryland thanked those present for their time in attending this morning. 

 

The MEGHP asked the Grand Represents present to rise.   

There were ten Grand Representatives present who were thanked for their service. 
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Trustees Report:  ME Comp. Clifton R. Friel, PGHP 

The trustees are charged with the overall responsibility of watching over the Grand Chapter’s 

investment funds. The chairman of this committee receives a copy of SmithBarney’s monthly 

statements. As such, the chairman is in communication with the treasurer regarding investment and 

makes suggestions on what to buy and sell.  The chairman has monthly dialog with SmithBarney 

regarding the Grand Chapter’s investments. Our goal presently has been to increase our yield; thus bring 

in more cash/dividends to support the Grand Chapter’s operating expenses.   

Our value as of March 31, 2010 is $195,507.11 broken down thus: 

Cash Balance     $     210.00 

Money Funds     $   1,910.30 

Common Stocks     $118,328.49 

Closed End Funds    $  14,343.40 

Preferred Stocks    $  33,924.70 

Mutual Funds     $  26,790.13 

 

 Total Value    $195,507.11 

 

For the Grand Chapter Committee: 

Ronald L. Aughenbaugh, PHP, Chairman 

Clifton R. Friel, PGHP 

James B. Coker, PHP 

Motion was made to accept this report by RE Comp. Maclay, Seconded by Comp.  Linder and passed 

unanimously. 

 

Unfinished Business: ME Companion Vernon H. Huebschman, PGHP 

 There were no unfinished issues from prior Grand Convocations which required the attention of 

the Grand Chapter at this time. 
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New Business: 

 

 

Proposed Changes Grand Chapter  

May 1, 2010 
 

ARTICLE VII  
Section 4.   No Chapter shall be entitled to a vote unless its dues are paid to the Grand Chapter on or 

before April 15th October 1st in each year. 

 

 

ARTICLE XII  

Subordinate Chapters 
 

Section 3.   On or before April 15th October 1st each year, every Chapter shall make a complete return of 

all its members as of March 31st, August 31st stating particularly the date of each exaltation, the 

admission, deaths, rejections, suspensions, expulsions and reinstatements of members, accompanied by 

the amount of its dues to the Grand Chapter; together with its number, and the time and place of its 

stated Convocations, agreeably to the form which the Grand Secretary may from time to time provide; 

which return shall be signed by either the High Priest, King or Scribe, and attested by the Secretary; and 

any Chapter that fails to make such returns and pay its dues to the Grand Chapter, for two stated 

Convocations in succession, shall be deemed extinct, and its Chapter forfeited. 

 

 

The MEGHP cautioned the assembled Companions that to be accepted at this Grand Convocation, the 

vote needed to be unanimous. Otherwise, the Proposed Amendments would be held over until the 

Annual Convocation. 

Moved for acceptance by RE Comp. Naegele; Seconded by RE Comp. Miller and passed unanimously 

 

This action makes the Grand Chapter and Grand Council now functioning on the same calendar. 
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Election of Officers for 2010 ς 2011 Capitular Year: ME Comp. Bennie G. Owens, PGHP 

 

ME Comp. Owens declared the polls open for Election of Officers for the ensuing term 

The following officers were nominated and elected to their respective stations: 

 

 RE Comp. Robert B. Lumbert  Most Excellent Grand High Priest 

 RE Comp. John B. Maclay  Right Excellent Grand King 

 RE Comp. Richard P. Naegele  Right Excellent Grand Scribe 

 Ex Comp. John M. Lister   Right Excellent Grand Treasurer 

 ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman Right Excellent Grand Secretary 

 Ex Comp. Randall  L. Watson  Right Excellent Grand Captain of the Hosts 

 ME Comp. Clifton R. Friel  Trustee 

 

Each Companion was elected without opposition, and each gratefully accepted election. 

ME Comp. Owens then declared the Elections to be complete, and returned the Convocation to the 

hands of the MEGHP. 

 

 

Awards:  Comp. James B. Coker 

 

The creation of the Breast Plate Award had been announced earlier in the term of the MEGHP.  The time 

had come for the presentation to the first Recipients, who are the High Priest of their respective 

Chapters: 

 

Frederick A. Spicer, MEHP  Concordia RAC No. 1 

James B. Coker, MEHP   St. Johns RAC No. 19 

Kenneth S. Wyvill, MEHP  Mt. Vernon RAC No. 25 

Carl A. Michel, MEHP   Druid RAC No. 28 

 

The Breast Plate Award is to be second only to the General Grand Chapter’s Bronze Medal for 

Meritorious Service within Maryland.  It is in the form of a collarets of red ribbon supporting a scalloped 

Breast Plate about 2” on a side, with the name of the recipient engraved on the back.  It is intended that 

this Award can be received only once in a lifetime, and only three will be given in any one year. 
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The MEGHP also demonstrated a Red Sash Award for Lifetime Achievement which will be presented to 

Companions who have served this Grand Chapter for more than twenty-five years.  The first recipient 

will be Ex Comp. Alton G. Billmeier, Edenton RAC No. 36, of Denton, Maryland on the occasion of the 

presentation of this 70 Year Service Pin from the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

 

These awards are to be referred to Committee for framing into proposed Standing Orders to be 

considered at the 2010 Annual Convocation in October. 

 

Closing 

 

There being no further business to come before this Grand Convocation , the Grand Chaplain, Comp. 

Gordon P. Grabus, offered a Parting Prayer, and the Convocation  was closed in Ample Form by the Most 

Excellent Grand  High Priest at 10:40 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully and Zealously Submitted 

 

 

ME Comp. Vernon H. Huebschman, DDGGHP/NE 

Grand Secretary - Maryland 
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